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Spectroscopy Society of Pittsburgh
300 Penn Center Blvd   •    Suite 332   •   Pittsburgh, PA   15235-5503

412-825-3220   •   www.sacp.org   • www.ssp-pgh.org

TO:  HIGH SCHOOL/MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPALS AND SCIENCE DEPARTMENT HEADS

The Spectroscopy Society of Pittsburgh (SSP) and the Society for Analytical Chemists of Pittsburgh (SACP) offer a wide variety of science outreach programs for students and teachers at all grade levels.  Most of these programs are provided at a minimal cost or no cost at all.  The teacher workshops offer Pennsylvania teachers Act 48 in-service credit through the Allegheny Intermediate Unit.  The SSP and SACP have been conducting these types of science outreach activities for more than 50 years.

Additional information and registration/application forms for these programs are available on the websites of the SACP and SSP.  Please encourage your teachers to check these sites periodically.  Registration/ Application Forms will NOT be mailed to schools unless specifically requested.

SACP HIGH SCHOOL AND MIDDLE SCHOOL ESSAY CONTESTS

Students in grades 7 - 9 and 10 - 12 are invited to submit essays on a specific topic in science and compete for 13 savings bond prizes valued from $200 to $1000 for high school students and $100 to $500 for middle school students.   This is an excellent opportunity for students to practice their writing skills in preparation for state assessment tests.   Each school may submit two essays in each category.  Entry forms will be available on the SACP website.

SACP ELEMENTARY/MIDDLE SCHOOL EQUIPMENT GRANTS PROGRAM

This program gives elementary and middle school teachers an opportunity to submit proposals for the purchase of up to $500 worth of science equipment and supplies.  The application form is not difficult or time consuming to complete.   The SACP typically funds 75 to 80 percent of the proposals received.  The forms will be available on the SACP website.  Equipment is purchased by the SACP and shipped directly to your school.

SACP COMPUTER WORKSHOP FOR CHEMISTRY & PHYSICS TEACHERS

This full-day teacher workshop will be scheduled for Thursday, February 7, 2008 at the National Energy Technology Center in South Park, PA.  At the workshop, teachers will explore a variety of PC computer software programs for the teaching of important concepts in chemistry and physics.  (Some Macintosh software will also be used.)  All the concepts and activities correlate well with the new Pennsylvania science goals.  Teachers will take home most of the computer programs used at the workshop.  The registration form will be available on the SACP website.

SSP HIGH SCHOOL EQUIPMENT GRANTS

This program provides high school science teachers with equipment that utilizes or teaches principles of Spectroscopy.  An application form is available on the SSP website under Grants.
SSP KEIVIN BURNS OUTSTANDING HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER AWARD

This award consists of a plaque and an honorarium for outstanding science teaching at the high school level.  It requires a recommendation from a Principal or Science Dept. Head.  Application forms will be available on the SSP website.

SSP COMPUTER SOFTWARE SERVICES LIBRARY

The SSP offers schools all the chemistry software from the Project SERAPHIM library as well as selected software published by Victor Bendall of Eastern Kentucky University.  The software is all offered free of charge and includes a site license.   Schools only need to supply or pay for the blank media used to duplicate the programs.   Instructions for obtaining this software are available on the SSP website.

SSP VHS and DVD LIBRARY

The SSP makes available to schools many science and math videotape series published by the Annenberg/ CPB Project.  They are all offered free of charge.   In some cases, schools need to supply the blank videotapes for duplication purposes.  This is not necessary for programs requested in DVD format.  Instructions for obtaining these videotapes and DVD’s are available on the SSP website.

SSP “LIGHT, COLOR & SPECTROSCOPY FOR KIDS” TEACHER WORKSHOP

This full-day teacher workshop for Middle and Elementary School teachers is scheduled for Thursday, January 10, 2008 at the National Energy Technology Center in South Park, PA.  At the workshop, teachers will explore a wide variety of activities to assist their students in understanding important concepts about light and color.  All these activities correlate well with the new Pennsylvania science standards.  Teachers attending will receive most of the materials needed to perform these activities in their own classrooms.  The registration form will be available on the SSP website.

There are many additional programs offered throughout the school year by the two societies.  The websites of the two societies will have information about these additional programs.  Please pass on this letter to the appropriate science teachers.  Also encourage your teachers to check the websites of the two societies from time to time.

Funding for all these programs comes from Pittcon, the yearly conference and exposition owned and operated by volunteer members of the SSP and SACP for individuals who work in the broad field of laboratory science and companies that market to that field.  Pittcon provides over a million dollars per year to the societies to support these science outreach activities.
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